Early wtervention Bécawse

Babies Can’t Wait

A message from us...

The Babies Can’t Wait (BCW) program continues to be committed to providing
family-centered services that are consistent with evidence-based practices
within the field of early intervention. The state and district offices are coop-
eratively engaged in many initiatives and priorities that will continue to pro-
mote better outcomes for young children with special needs and their families.
It is an exciting and busy time to be involved in early intervention in Georgia!

One current focus within BCW is the development and provision of training in
a variety of modalities throughout the state. Training is being designed to
support continued improvement of the BCW system through service delivery
that ensures full implementation of the natural environments mandate in the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act IDEA). In addition to providing
supports where the child spends time (e.g., home, child care, McDonald’s,
grandma’s house), each child’s learning is integrated into the daily routines
and activities in which he or she is involved. Families receive support from
therapists, educators, and/or other team members to increase learning oppor-
tunities in meaningful contexts (e.g., favorite games, mealtimes, bath time,
play, car travel, shopping), as identified by the family. While each child will
have access to a multidisciplinary team, families will be supported primarily
by a single provider, who draws on the expertise and knowledge of other team
members. Coaching with family members and across other team members is
integral to this approach and will likely decrease the occurrence of fragmented
services that are too often encountered. Ultimately, the true intent of early
intervention—to enhance the capacity of family members to meet the needs of
their child and support child learning—will be realized through such changes.
In order to ensure the effective provision of these evidence-based practices,
ongoing collaboration with therapy associations, families, referral sources,
higher education faculty, potential funding sources, and district and local pro-
viders and stakeholders will be ongoing.

Another priority in Georgia and throughout the United States is focused on
ensuring that all potentially eligible children and their families have access to
early intervention services. As of December 1, 2003, 4,840 children were en-
rolled in BCW statewide. Based upon 2000 United States Census data and
national goals, 7,165 children should be enrolled in BCW on any given date.
This number represents approximately 2% of the total population of children
birth to three years of age. In the past year, approximately 21% of state refer-
rals came from Children 1st, the Division of Public Health system single point
of entry, while 20% of referrals were received from physicians. The remaining
referrals came from other community sources, including families, child care
providers, health departments, early intervention providers, and other commu-
nity partners. Currently each district BCW program is implementing improve-
ment plans designed to increase the early identification of young children.
Training and public awareness activities vary widely from district to district,
and efficacy data are gathered to evaluate impact of activities.

We appreciate your collaboration in these efforts, and we value your contribu-
tions as a community partner. For further information, please contact either
the State BCW Office (404-657-2726 or toll free 888-651-8224) or the North GA
Health District 1-2 BCW Office (706-272-2219 or toll free 888-276-1558).

Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Stephanie Moss, Georgia Part C Coordinator
Debbie Coleman, BCW Coordinator for North Georgia Health District 1-2
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Who is eligible for BCW?

Part C of IDEA is designed
for children from birth to age
3 years who need early inter-
vention services and sup-
ports because they are ex-
periencing a significant de-
lay in one or more of the
following areas of develop-
ment: physical, cognitive,
communication, social/
emotional, or adaptive; or
because they have a diag-
nosed mental or physical
condition that has a high
probability of resulting in a
significant delay.

For more information, visit
the BCW web site at http:/
health.state.ga.us/programs/
bew/.

You can contact the State
Babies Can’t Wait office at
404-657-2726 or toll free at
888-651-8224.
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Children are eligible until their third birthday if they have a significant delay in
their development or diagnosed with certain mental or physical conditions.

If a child is experiencing any delay in
their development, including
learning, movement, talking, seeing,
hearing, understanding and
getting along with others 2=

At 3 months of age, DOES YOUR CHILD?
Turn toward lights and bright colors

Follow moving objects with eyes

Respond to loud sounds

Wiggle and kick legs and arms

Lifts head and chest while on tummy

Smiles

Looks at faces

Make sounds or cooing noise

At 6 months of age, DOES YOUR CHILD?
Reach for toys and pick them up

Move toys from one hand to the other

Play with feet or toes

Roll over (both ways)

Help hold bottle while feeding

Raise arms out to be picked up

Babble, laugh

Know familiar faces

Turn head toward voice or normal sound

At 9months of age, DOES YOUR CHILD?
Sit up straight without support

Say “mama” or “dada” or two-syllable sounds
Pick up things with fingers

Get up on all fours to crawl

Beginning to try to stand up

Respond to his/her name

At 12 months of age, DOES YOUR CHILD?
Pull self to a standing position

Crawl well on hands and knees

Drink from a cup

Like games, such as peek-a-boo or patty cake
Wave bye-bye

Say 1-2 simple words

Point to things he/she want

Please call, or have the parents call

At

our local BCW office
at (706) 272-2219
or toll free 1-888-276-1558

18 months of age, DOES YOUR CHILD?

Walk without help

Bounce or dance to music

Pull off socks and shoes

Like to push, pull, and dump things
Turn pages in a book

Follow a simple direction

Say 8-10 words

Feed self some

24 months, DOES YOUR CHILD?

At

At

Say names of toys

Recognize familiar picture

Follow simple directions without you using pointing
or gesturing

Use 2-3 word sentences

Point to eyes, nose, and other body parts
Stack blocks

Turn book pages one at a time

Feed self with a spoon

Play alone and independently

Like to imitate parents or caregivers
Take off clothes

Jump

Run

Show affection

36 months, DOES YOUR CHILD?

Walk up/down steps with alternating feet
Kick a ball

Jump with both feet

Open a door by turning the door knob

Use a chair or box to stand on in order to reach some-

thing he/she wants
Use 3-5 word sentences

When asked “what is your name”, will say first and last

name
Name colors or pictures in a book
Use toilet

Play with other children

For more information, call BCW at (706) 272-2219 or 1- 888-276-1558.



Resources
Available

All formal and informal resources, deter-
mined to be necessary for the child and fam-
ily through the evaluation/assessment proc-
ess, are organized in an Individualized Fam-
ily Service Plan (IFSP). Parents and service
providers are partners in developing this
plan.

The IFSP is based on each family’s re-
sources, priorities and concerns, and in-
cludes only the early intervention activities
and supports that the family chooses and
which are recommended as necessary to
promote progress toward outcomes on the
IFSP.

Part C of IDEA requires participating state
programs to make the following early inter-
vention services and supports available as
appropriate for each individual child and
family (and according to the IFSP):

e Assistive technology

e Audiology

e Family training, counseling and home
visits

e Health services (needed to enable a
child to benefit from other early inter-
vention activities)

e Medical services (certain diagnostic
and evaluation services)

e Nursing (needed to enable a child to

benefit from other early intervention

activities)

Nutrition

Occupational therapy

Physical therapy

Psychological services

Service coordination

Social work services

Special instruction

Speech language therapy

Transportation services

Vision services

Each family is assigned a service coordinator
whose job is to help the family coordinate the
early intervention process, to access services

and resources and to work with the family to
meet their unique needs. The service coordi-

nator is a critical link to the community and

to information and resources.

One intention of the federal legislation is to
support families within the context of their
lives and their communities. Services re-
ceived through BCW are provided in the
child and family’s “natural environment,”
which means places and situations where
children without disabilities or delays live,
play and grow. These include the child’s

home, child care, community play groups,

How does a family find us?

Anyone, including a parent, who is con-
cerned about an infant’s or toddler’s devel-
opment may make a referral to BCW.
Participation in BCW is voluntary.
Referrals may be made directly to the
local BCW office at the North Georgia
Health District 1-2, which serves
Cherokee, Pickens, Gilmer, Fannin,
Murray and Whitfield counties.

Referral for residents in these
counties may be made by
calling BCW Dalton office at
706-272-2219 or 1-888-276-1558.

There is a local BCW office in each of
Georgia’s 19 public health districts.
Referrals can also be made to the State
BCW Central Directory at 800-229-2038 or
770-451-5484 in Atlanta, or to the local
health district’s Children 1st Coordinator.

The Directory is operated by Parent to Par-
ent of Georgia, a statewide parent-run or-
ganization. In addition to obtaining infor-
mation about BCW, parents can also be
matched with supporting parents whose
children have similar disabilities. Visit the
Parent to Parent web site at:
www.parenttoparentofga.org.

Transition

Some children will leave
BCW before or at age 3
years and participate in
programs and activities
with or without specialized
assistance and services.

All children leaving BCW
must have a plan for their
“transition” from early
intervention. The service coordinator will
assist the family and serve as a link between
BCW and whatever is to follow in order to
ensure a smooth, seamless transition to
other services or systems appropriate for the
child and his/her family. This process begins
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Who is eligible?
Continued from front
To be eligible for BCW, children must meet
one of the specific eligibility criteria defined

below (NOTE: There are no income eligibil-
ity requirements for BCW):

Established condition
A child with a diagnosed mental or physical

Need More Information?
Please contact your local
Babies Can’t Wait office at:
706-272-2219 or
toll free 1-888-276-1558
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North Georgia Health District
District 1-2
C. Wade Sellers, M.D., M.P.H.

Interim District Health Director
100 West Walnut Ave., Suite 92

at least six months prior to
a child’s third birthday and
enables the family to be-
come familiar with their
public preschool special
education personnel, pri-
vate preschool opportuni-
ties, Head Start and other
options in their community.

As families prepare to leave BCW, their
service coordinators make sure appropriate
community referrals are made to programs
within the health department and other
agencies to assure health and other needs
are addressed.

condition that is known to result in a devel-
opmental delay, even when no delay exists
at the time of the referral; or

Developmental delay

A child with a significant developmental
delay that is confirmed by a qualified
multidisciplinary team.

Facts for Childcare
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North Georgia Health District

District 1-2

C. Wade Sellers, M.D., M.P.H.
Interim District Health Director
100 West Walnut Ave., Suite 92
Dalton, Georgia 30720

(706) 272-2342



